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                    Seven of our greatest blessings!     Jodi and the Hattox babies          Jenni and the Cain boys 

Are We at War with Others, Ourselves or Maybe Even with God?
     When we think of the unsettled world in which 

we live, our minds often go to the possibility of 

World War III.  And while such is not out of the 

question, James addresses three wars in Chapter 4:1-

6 that many of us find ourselves engaging daily.  In 

verse 1, we find these words, “What is the source of 

quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is (it not) your 

pleasures that wage war in your members?” First we 

see war with others, even within our own families 

and church bodies.  The Bible is full of examples and 

even in James’ writings, we have seen class wars 

between the rich and poor (Chapter 2) and infighting 

in the church.  In answer to his first question, James 

says conflicts come as the result of determination to 

get what we want even at the expense of others.   

     The second war is with ourselves.  When we don’t 

get what we want when we want it, we feel 

frustrated.  Even believers, must continually battle 

the desires of the flesh.  James says when “we lust 

(desire, set our minds on things) and do not have 

those things (in our possession), we commit murder” 

(Verse 2).  This is strong language describing the 

selfishness that rages inside of us and while physical 

murder may not occur, uncontrolled desires cause us 

to hate and oppress others.  The envy that burns 

inside us causes conflicts.   

    Uncontrolled desire also leads to wrong praying.  

Verses 2-3 say, “You do not have because you do not 

ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask 

with the wrong motives so that you may spend it on 

your pleasures.”  Self-centered praying is a waste of 

valuable time that could be focused on praying for 

things of eternal value.  We should pray for ourselves 

and others who we may envy.   

    Finally, verse 4 calls selfish believers, 

“adulteresses;” for God is the rightful “husband” to 

whom believers are to be faithful.  When we serve 

self, we are unfaithful to God who is always faithful 

to us.  “Do you not know that friendship with the 

world is hostility, (enmity, hatred) toward God?  

Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the 

world makes himself an enemy of God.”  The real 

reason we are at war with ourselves and others is 

rebellion against God.  Choosing to value the things 

of the world rather than God makes us His enemy.  

Choosing to value the things of the flesh (the old 

person we were before we were saved), also causes a 

separation from God.  In verse 5, James, says, “He 

jealousy desires the Spirit which He has made to 

dwell in us.”  His Spirit is jealous for our allegiance 

to God, for only in surrender to Him are we truly safe 

and fulfilled.  The Spirit within us guards our 

relationship to God and is grieved when we sin 

against God’s love.   

   The good news, however, is found in Verse 6.  We 

may be at war with others, ourselves and even with 

God by choosing friendship with the world and by 

appeasing our old fleshy pre-salvation natures, but 

“God gives a greater grace… He opposes the proud 

but gives grace to the humble.”  There is more grace 

in God than sin in us, which is great news.  When we 

shun pride and our selfish desires, God rewards us 

with his great grace (unmerited favor), and we will 

find that conflict with others, and the war within 

ourselves subsides when we are at peace with God.  

Are you at war today or enjoying the peace that 

comes by living a life completely surrendered to 

Jesus?   

   Thank you again for your continued support of us 

at Compete in Christ.  We appreciate your prayers 

and gifts more than you will ever know.  Our June 

schedule is listed below:

Date    Time    Place     Event 

June 2-4   The Grove, Independence, MS   Marriage Weekend 

June 5 6:00 p.m. Mrs. Dorothy Sides’ home, Kosciusko, MS  Weekly Bible Study 

June 9-11  Wyatt Baptist Church, Wyatt, MS   Marriage Weekend 

June 16-17  Grid-Iron Men’s Conference, Birmingham, AL  

June 18   9:45 a.m. Williamsville Baptist Church, Kosciusko, MS Weekly Sunday School 

June 19-23  Tombigbee State Park, Tupelo, MS   WBC Student Camp 

June 20   Our 41st wedding anniversary 

June 25-28  Macedonia Baptist Church, Louisville, MS  Revival 


